
A L L  P R A I S E  T O  T H E E ,  M Y  G O D ,  T H I S  N I G H T

R O U N D S  A R E  F U N : I N  M O V E M E N T I N  S P E A K I N G I N  M U S I C

Div ide in to four  groups.  Let  each group invent  an e ight  count  pat tern of  movement  for
one of  the four  phrases of  ALL PRAISE TO THEE. Teach the pat terns to each other
unt i l  everyone knows a l l  four  phrases in  sequence.  Try the movement  sequences as a
ROUND CANON, wi th each group beginning the pat tern as the group before thcm
rcaches the four th count  of  the second measure.  Keep the ent i re  sequence going for
three consecut ive t imes.

Speak the words as a round,  keeping a s teady pulse but  vary ing p i tch and in tensi ty  for
each phrase.  Then,  s ing the hymn as a round,  adding the movements as you s ing.  lsn ' t  i t
fun to do and in terest ing to watch?

ROUNDS or  CANONS were one of  the ear l iest  forms of  music ,  invented for  the purpose
of  adding in terest  to  the musical  composi t ions of  medieval  t imes.  Though many forms
of  polyphonic music  have come f rom the canon,  rounds are based on repet i t ions of  the
same exact  theme, paced to enter  at  a  speci f ic  d is tance behind the f i rs t  s tatement  of  the
theme and cont inu ing unt i l  each separate entry  completes the end of  the theme. What
rounds have you learned at  school  or  at  camp?

The last  s tanza to Bishop Thomas Ken's  ALL PRAISE TO THEE and to h is  morning hymn, "Awake My Soul , "
and a midnight  hymn,  "My God,  I  Now From Sleep Awake" is  the same for  a l l  three texts :  "Pra ise God From
Whom Al l  B less ings Flow" and the other  words that  you wi l l  recognize as the "Doxology"  sung in  church each
Sunday.  Sing these Doxology words as a round,  us ing the Tal l is 'Canon tune.  For  a real ly  exc i t ing ef fect ,  add
movement  in  canon sty  le  !

B ishop Ken's  hymns are important  ones to know about .  At  a t ime when the Church of  England would permi t
only  Psalmody to be used in  worship serv ices,  Ken's  hymns led the way for  the k inds of  church music  we use
in worsh ip  scrv ices today.

Bishop Ken is  remembered a lso for  h is  boldness in  reminding King Char les l l  o f  h is  responsib i l i t ies to  God.
When Char les d ied and James l l  came to the throne,  Ken's  boldness caused h im to be impr isoned in  the Tower
of  London for  a t ime.  His  dy ing wish was that  s ix  of  the poorest  men of  the par ish should carry  h im to the
grave and that  h is  f r iends should s ing one of  h is  hymns as he was bur ied.  This  wish was fu l f i l led.

Thomas Tal l is ,  the composer  of  the iune to which ALL PRAISE TO THEE is  sung,  was famous f i rs t  in  
' l6 th

century England as the church music ian who dared to wr i te  harmonizat ions in  " four  par tes"  for  the Psalms
in John Day's  "The Whole Book of  Psalmes,"  publ ished in  

'1563.

R H Y T H M I C  C A N O N  i s  f u n  t o o .
T ry  some o f  these  pa t te rns  in  the  1 .  4

f o r n t  o f  a  r o u n d :  
I  t r r c  r '  

4

W h i l e  m a n y  o f  u s  d r e a m  a b o u t  w r i t -
i ng  magn i f i cen t  hymns  o r  e labora te
s y m p h o n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n s ,  t h i n k  h o w
m u c h  j o y  h a s  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e
s i m p l e  t e x t  a n d  t u n e  o f  T A L L I S '
C A N O N .  A n d  s u c h  f u n  w h e n  r e a l l v
s u n g  a s  a  R O U N D !

2 .

3 .

4 .

H-81 Copyright @ Cho"i. t"rs Guild in the Choristers Guild LETTERS


